The changes of the blood in disease relate chiefly to the increase or reduction of the amount of fibrin and hcemoglobin. Thus in all inflammatory conditions the fibrin is increased in amount. In acute articular rheumatism it has been found to be present in the proportion of 10*2 parts in 1,000, the normal amount being three to four parts. In pneumonia the proportion has been known to be 10*5. There is a deficiency of fibrin in all diseases proving fatal by asphyxia, such as suffocation, some forms of heart disease, drowning, and strangulation ; also in purpura lioemorrhagica, and allied diseases. In anaemia or spanaemia there is deficiency of the haemoglobin ; whilst, in all diseases due to septicemic processes, the blood is rapidly deprived both of fibrin and hcemoglobin, most probably owing to the depredations of micro-organisms peculiar to each disease in this class, upon these important con stituents of the vital fluid.
(To be continued.)
